Arrow of Light

Cubmaster: Will Derek Boriack, John Paul Busch, Michael Hale, Jonathan Perez and their parents please come forward.

These boys have earned the highest rank of Cub Scouting, the Arrow of Light.  [Turn on display.] The symbol of the rank of arrow of light is an arrow with the sun and seven rays of light.

Assistant 1: I hold in my hand an arrow. As you can see, it is straight and true, for only an arrow that is straight and true will hit its mark. In order to fly straight, it must also have at least three feathers. These represent the first three ranks of Cub Scouting you achieved: Bobcat, Wolf, and Bear. With these awards in place, you began to ascend along the shaft, toward the tip of the arrow, the Arrow of Light Award. This is the culmination of your entire Cub Scouting efforts. Without a hard, sharp tip, the arrow is not a very effective weapon. Since you have achieved this, the highest rank in Cub Scouting, you will now be a more effective Boy Scout as you take with you the things you've learned and continue to progress along the Scouting trail. 

Cubmaster: I present to you an arrow not just to remind you of your journey through Cub Scouts, but to remind you to be straight and true to the ways of Cub Scouting.

Assistant 2: These seven candles represent the rays in the Arrow of Light. As they are lighted, you will hear how they stand for the seven great virtues of life.

[Drum beats slowly.]

[Light the first candle] 

This first ray represents Wisdom. Having wisdom doesn't mean that a person is smarter than others. It means that he uses what he knows to live a better life. 

[Light the second candle] 

This ray represents Courage. Courage does not mean you have no fear of danger. It means that you can face danger despite your fear. 

[Light the third candle] 

The third ray stands for Self-Control. Self-Control means being able to stop when you have had enough of something and being able to choose your own path instead of merely following others. 

[Light the fourth candle] 

The fourth ray stands for Justice. Justice means being fair with others we play and work with, regardless of who they are. 

[Light the fifth candle] 

The fifth ray represents Faith. Faith includes belief in God, and in things we cannot see, but feel are true. 

[Light the sixth candle] 

This candle represents Hope. Hope means to look forward to good things you believe will happen. You hope for better things tomorrow, but at the same time, you work hard today to make them happen. 

[Light the seventh candle] 

The last candle and the last ray of the sun of the arrow of light symbol stands for Love. There are many kinds of love. Love of family, home, fellow men, God, and country. Every kind of love is important for a full and happy life. 

[Drum stops.]

Cubmaster: The Arrow of Light is a significant achievement. The Boy Scouts of America recognize it as such. When you become a Boy Scout, you continue to wear the Arrow of Light on your uniform. When you become an adult leader, you wear a square knot, which represents the Arrow of Light on your uniform. 

Assistant 1: In Boy Scouts, when they have an Eagle Court of Honor, a charge or challenge is made to the new Eagle Scout. Tonight, I want to offer such a challenge to each of you. You have now achieved the highest rank in Cub Scouts. I challenge each of you to continue to live by the ideals you have learned in Cub Scouts, especially the Cub Scout motto: "DO YOUR BEST". 

I challenge each of you to continue your high level of achievement in Boy Scouts. 

I challenge each of you to look at the Arrow of Light badge and think about what it represents: 

The sun shedding its light on all that we do. A reminder that you should be a light for those around you. 

The seven rays of the sun representing the seven virtues. You will find that if you live by the seven great virtues, you will become a happy man, and a happy man is a successful man.

The arrow which is symbolic of everything which is straight and true. Just as you should be straight and true in your lives. 

I challenge each of you to follow where that Arrow of Light points: 

Forward on the trail of Boy Scout ranks.  Upward to higher challenges. 

I challenge each of you to soar to great heights and obtain the Eagle Scout Award. 

Cubmaster: It is my pleasure to award you your Arrow of Light badge to your parents, who have been your Akela in completing these requirements. Parents please award this badge to your son and congratulate him on a 'Job Well Done'. 

[Award boys their certificates, and present the parents with the Arrow of Light badge. Parents pin it on the boys. Then present the mother's pin to the boy and have him pin his mother or father] 

Crossover

This ceremony marks an end of a journey.  But even as this journey ends, another is just beginning.  Here at the summit of Cub Scouting you have found the start of a new trail.  This trail is a pathway that leads to the realm of our brothers in the sky, the Eagles. 

But the trail will also be long and difficult.  As you journey, you must keep the spirit of Akela strong within each of you.  It will give you strength and guidance as you move onward. 

The time has come for you to begin on the new trail.  To join the clan of the warriors: The Scout Troop.  Each of you shall now cross the bridge and be welcomed by the Troop members. 

As the night is a bridge between each day, let this be a bridge for each of you to the fellowship of Scouting. 

[Cub Scout symbols are removed from uniform, Cub Scout handshake with Den Leaders.  Scout crosses to middle of bridge, turns, and gives Cub Scout salute to Pack leaders, turns and gives Boy Scout salute to Troop leaders.  Cub Scout crosses over bridge, receives Boy Scout symbols and handshake.]

[When all have crossed over.]

We now call upon the Great Spirit of all for His blessing on these young men.  May these Scouts always strive to attain the noblest and highest ideals in life.  Be their strength and guide.  Cause them to follow a straight trail and to never be a reason for other Scouts to waiver from the path.  Protect them for many moons to come.  May the Great Master of all Scouts be with them until we meet again.

 Award

Cubmaster: Will Jacob and Josh Chadbourne and their parents please come forward.

In recognition of their hard work in Cub Scouts, for their love of the outdoors, their spirit of adventure, and their quest to learn new skills, I present to you the                             Award.

Let it remind you of all the fun you had in Cub Scouts and of all you learned.

However, let it not be just a reminder of the past.  Let it be an incentive to achieve great things in Boy Scouts.

