Build a bridge or boat of paper Challenge

Place two tables with a gap between them, and instruct the scouts that they are to build a bridge that spans the gap and can hold a certain weight. (Or you could give them a fixed time to build the bridge, and say that the winner is the patrol who's bridge can hold most weight.)

Provide material like paper (with sides shorter than the gap between the tables.), tape and other things which they might get the idea to use. (Thread, bloom sticks, small pieces of wood, egg crates etc.)

If the patrols are large, you might want to complement with some other task that should be done at the same time, so that everybody takes part. (For example, build a boat in paper that can hold some weight. -You need a large bucket of water to test the boats in) 

Bomb Disposal Challenge

The challenge: The Patrol is a team of Bomb disposal experts whose job it

is to remove a bomb from a sensitive area ( to be made up ) so that it

may be defused. The bomb is nitro-glycerine which will explode if bumped or

spilled.

Materials: a length of rope or twine to form a circle 10-12 ft (36 feet)

           a staff approx 6 ft

           an ice cream pail w/ a handle, with water almost to the top

           2 or more lengths of rope (depending on # of boys)

Lay the rope in a circle, place the pail of water in the centre, and instruct the boys that they are not allowed to step in the circle as it has been mined. Using the staff and remaining ropes they are to remove the pail from the circle, without spilling the water, or dropping the bucket.

Make the circle large enough, and the support ropes short enough so that it will be a little bit harder, as arms will have to be held out a little further. The challenge comes by everyone in the Patrol having to work on a common task. I try to separate the Patrols so that one cannot see what the others are doing.

Knot Challenge

Setting: a tree with a rope laying on the ground around it forming a circle 12 feet in diameter.  A length of rope (40 feet or so) is laying on the ground outside the circle.

Challenge: Tie a knot around a tree without going into the circle.  An overhand knot is easy.  Other good choices are square, two half hitches, and taut line.

