Coin Collecting

Collecting - unusual, cool, make you feel good, no banks (matress)

Trade goods for services - bargaining, unknown value

Shells, cattle, craft works (arrowheads, ornaments), raw materials (rocks, minerals, pelts)

Lydians - 700 BC, uniform 

Coins show part of history

Coins last a long time

Markings - mint (Philadelphia 1793, San Francisco 1854, Denver 1906), designer (Victor D. Brenner, Frank Gasparro)

Grades - poor (barely identifiable), fair (easily identifiable), good (date clear and plain), very good (features clear and bold), fine (some wear, no mint luster), extremely fine (very little rubbing on high spots), uncirculated (no wear), proof (for collectors, mirror)

Buffed (rubbed, polished), Whizzed (wire brushed, grainy) - amount of wear, not shine

Counterfeit - grainy/pitted, edges not sharp, not same details as real; Real - sharp detail

Clean - don't; soap and water, commercial, try on plain coins of same type first

Type Set- different design and denomination

Date Set - different dates

Paper currency

Federal Reserve Bank and letter (1, 11) - 

Serial number (2) - two on front, for tracing

Series (4) - date printed

Check letter (8) - indicate position on full printed sheet

Face plate number (9) - 

Back plate number 

Seal and seal color (7) 

Signatures (5, 6) - Treasurer of United States and Secretary of Treasury

Denomination (3, corners) - 

Counterfeits 1) quality of printing, 2) color of ink, 3) features of portrait

Magnifying glass, coins, bills

